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SKETCHES OF LEADING PERFORMERS. 


MR. WALLACK, MR. BROOKE. 
MRS. WEST, AND MRS. MOWATT. 
We have slightly modified the form of our 
sketches this week, not with the least desire 
to disparage the merits of the performers 
whose names are above, or to place them in 
a seeondary rank, (for probably Wallack and 
Brooke stand higher in public estimation 
than two or three we have already named, ) 
but to preserve the uniformity of the whole 
when we come to Comedians and others, 
Wallack has been one of the greatest favor- 
ites of the present century, in his peculiar 
walk ; a clever, a spirited, a gentlemanly 
actor of the old school, we shall miss him 
much when he is gone. Well-a-day, it is 
sad to think that good actors should grow 
old, for we have not many capable of as- 
suming a variety of parts with equal ability ; 
in the versatility of Wallack few have ex- 
celled, his most admired performances are 
Don Cesar de Bazan, the Brigand, Faul- 
conbridge, Young Dornton, &c. Wallack 
was always a dashing performer, nearly 
equally good in tragedy of a certain kind 
as in comedy, but in melodrama amongst 
the first. He is a sexagenarian, but until 
lately, (indeed to the last, when in health), 
he played with unabated vigour. He is 
about the middle height, but despite his age, 

a remarkably well-looking man. 

We need not speak here of Brooke's 
Othello. When he first acted the part, he was 
then in splendid voice, and as a declamatory 
performance his Othello had exeeeding merit. 
A friend of ours, now no more, said of him, 
“ He is but half a Edmund Kean ;” but to 
say that would be placing him at best, as 





high as any now alive, with the exception 
of Macready. Brookes is a man of talent, but 
a rather uncertain actor. His best parts, 
after Othello, which is not at all in the same 
category with any other performance of his, 
are Richard I1I, Don Gomez, (Noble 
Heart), Phillip of France, and Master Wal- 
ter. He is between five feet nine and ten 
inches in height, with a good figure, and 
many pleasing requisites for the Stage, 
when he has his voice under command. 
The future position of Brooke we shall not 
venture to predict. Whether it will be 
equal to that of Phelps, or not above that of 
Davenport, must depend on his physical 
capacity. 

Mrs. West is an actress of whom we have 
lost sight for some time, but we believe she 
has not yet retired. When we saw her 13 
or 14 years ago, at Covent Garden, where 
she was playing first business, and Ma- 
cready was leading, she was a good actress. 
Her lady Macbeth was more than a credit- 
able performance ; an old playgoer, (himself 
once the first master of elocution, we re- 
collect), said to us it was a very able imita- 
tion of Mrs. Siddons. 

The Belvidere, Volumnia, and Queen in 
Hamlet, were greatly esteemed, and she 
once ranked with the famous Miss Phillips 
—famous no longer. 

She has the remains of beauty, is of mid- 
dle size, and is about 57 years of age. We 
think she would still be useful in heavy 
business. 

Mrs. Mowatt, though she has not the 
electricity and daring of Charlotte Cushman, 
is free from many defects, which mar the 
excellence of that clever actress. Her style, 
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indeed, is more refined than that of any 
American we have yet seen. She isa pleas- 
ing actress, and is seen to most advantage 
in such parts as Imogen, Julia, (in the 
Hunchback), and in her own play of Ar- 
mand, performed at the Marylebone. She 
is somewhat below the middle size, and of 
prepossessing exterior. She is about the 
same age as Miss Vandenhoff. 


BETA. 











METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 





PRINCESSES. 

We were delighted here the other evening 
on witnessing the representation of Shak- 
spere’s, ds you Like it. Mr. Charles 
Kean’s personation of the moody courtier 
is well known as a highly-finished histronic 
study. The description of the Fool and 
the celebrated “‘ Seven Ages of Man” were 
both given by Mr. Kean with excellent 
judgment and fine effect. Mrs. C. Kean’s 
Rosalind need only be mentioned, to bring 
to the recollection of those who have wit- 
nessed it one of the most graceful and 
charming assumptions of this distinguished 
artiste. Mr. Keeley’s Touchstone, irresis- 
tible in its quaint humour, was well matched 
by his sposa’s Audrey, the very perfection 
of rustic awkwardness and simplicity. Mr. 
Ryder’s Oliver was a rough but character- 
istic performance. Mr. Alfred Wigan was 
out of his line in the character of Orlando ; 
he, however, played with spirit and skill, 
and obtained considerable applause for the 
points which he made. Mr. King, as the 
exiled duke, and Mr. Addison, as old Adam, 
efficiently supported these characters. The 
minor parts in the comedy were also 
adequately sustained; indeed, the perfect 
manner in which all the small parts were 
filled was not the least commendable fea- 
ture in the performance. The scenery, 
stage appointments, and costumes are new, 
and in excellent taste. 


CITY. 


There has been no change since our last, 
the house continuing to be extremely well 
attended. Mr. E. F. Saville’s performance 
of Belphegar in the new drama improves by 
repetition ; it is certainly a very able per- 





| formance, and well supported by the other 
members of the company. The pantomime 
is still performed with success; the Clown 
of Mr. George Parry, being full of fun and 
| humour. 


} 


STANDARD. 


The new Drama of The Camp Follower 
continues its successful career, and nightly 
excites great admiration. The pantomime 

_ having finished a long and prosperous career 
| has been withdrawn. Egerton Wilks’ tell- 
ing and effective drama of Sixteen String 
Jack has been revived this week, and as 
usual, with unmingled approbation, On 
the latter piece, the acting of Mr. and Mrs. 
Cowe, the former as the Dashing Highway- 
man, and the latter as the fair bride Rosalie, 
alias Gunpowder Dick, deserves very con- 
siderable commendation, their last scene 
especially, was wrought up with great skill. 
Mr. Rayner and Mr. H. Lewis also merit a 
highly favourable notice. The house has 
been crowded. Mr. John Douglass reap- 
pears on Monday next. 


PAVILION. 


The Deserted Village and other popular 
dramas have been revised: “ Sugar and 
Spice” still attracts the dramatic parts of 
the “far East;” it is one of the best and 
most successful pantomimes which has been 
produced for years. In our former notice 
of this amusing production, we very unin- 
tentionally omitted the acting of clever little 
Miss Thorne, which is very sprightly and 
pleasing ; but, indeed, the whole of the per- 
formers deserve much praise. 


BRITANNIA SALOON, 


The great moral drama of “ The Bottle,” 
or “A Drunkard’s Fate,” has been revived 
here with great effect ; the groupings are 
admirable done, the dresses appropriate ; 
and, as for the scenic department, it is de- 
serving of all praise. Mr. C. J. Bird plays 
the part of the drunkard, John Milford, 
which character is rendered by him most 
artistically; the crime, poverty, and misery 
occasioned by dram-irinking is so admir- 
ably pourtrayed by this gentleman, in its 
different grades, that it cannot fail to make 
a lasting impression on the audience of the 
serious consequences of this feerful vice—a 
| vice which we are sure all the talking of the 
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teetotal fanatical ranters cannot so effect- | She also sings with taste and feeling, and is 
ually point out and put down; as when its | extremely well educated. 
dreadful results are seen so vividly, and in | 
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such true colours, on the stage of the theatre. 
The Drunkard’s Wife was well played by | 


Mrs. Atkinson; she was a most beautiful 
picture of the sufferings caused ‘by a 
drunken husband. Their children were re- 
presented by Mrs. Gaston, and Miss Mary 
Borrow, to whom we would award our warm 
commendation for their exceedingly clever 
performance. Mr. Sawford, as Alfred Mil- 


ford, Mr. Williams as (the villain), Mark 


Lushington, Mr. Wilton, as Old Dan, and 
Mrs. Arnold, as Elsiemary, are entitled to 
just praise for the very clever and careful 
manner in which they sustained their cha- 
racters. The pantomime still goes off with 
great eclat. Mdlle. Celeste Stephanus’ 
graceful and very talented dancing every 
evening meets with the most deafening and 
unanimous encores, a just tribute to the 
merit of this exceedingly clever dansuese. 





MISS FANNY MATTHEWS. 
A CRITICISM. 


This young Lady is a daughter of Mr. 
Tom Matthews, the well-known panto- 
mimist. She made her Metropolitan debut 
at the Marylebone Theatre, on the 3rd inst. 
as Kate O’ Bryen, in “ Perfection.” 

Now, as we have for some time past felt 
that there is a great scarcity of clever ac- 
tresses on the London Stage, we are eager 
to welcome any debutante, who at all ap- 
proaches our idea of perfection. We do not 
mean to say that Miss Matthews is at all 
likely to take the town by storm—far from 
it—she has much to learn before she can 
ever obtain a position on the Metropolitan 
boards. But as we know that she possesses 
talent, industry, and perseverance, we have 
no doubt of her one day occupying a very 
distinguished position. 

Miss Fanny Matthews is about 18 years 
of age; her face without being strictly hand- 
some, is very expressive, her eyes are dark, 
and her figure, though petite, is well adapted 
to the Stage. We saw her perform many 
times. last year, at the Rochester and 
Gravesend Theatres, and, therefore, can 
bear testimony to the careful and effective 
manner in which she sustains her characters. 





HINTS TO AMATEURS. 


The great encouragement given to the 
Drama, by our gracious Sovereign, has of 
late caused a love for private dramatic 
performances, and has become fashionable 
with all classes, and let us hope that it fore- 
bodes an increasing partiality for the works 
of our great Dramatists. 

And this love of private theatricals will, 
and must necessarily be productive of much 
good; it makes our youth acquainted with 
the literature of his country, by practice, 
gives him a good delivery; inspires him 
with confidence, (if he has to make a 
speech); it is also very beneficial to the 
memory, and gives encouragement to his 
reading and studying the fine arts, and may 
be said to blend instruction with amuse- 
ment, profit with pleasure, and, therefore, 
the prejudice which is entertained against 
them by enthusiasts is, I hope, rapidly be- 
coming annialated. 

As we perceive so great an increase, as I 
have before said, of Private Theatricals, we 
have been induced to publish a few remarks 
under the title of Hints to Amateurs, taken 
from a M.S. which was compiled by several. 
gentlemen Amateurs, and given to us; they 
have been always much admired by gen- 
tlemen to whom we have lent them. In our 
next we shall begin the Hints and hope 
they may prove acceptable to our readers, 
and more particularly to our Amateur 
friends. FY 





INTELLECTUAL TREAT TO THE IN- 
MATES OF BETHNAL GREEN WORK- 
HOUSE BONNER’S FIELDS, LONDON. 

On Friday evening last, the 7th instant, 
Mr. F. Bestow, one of the Officers of the 
Parish, gave an entertainment, gratuitously, 
to the inmates of this establishment. The 
dining hall, capable of holding 500 persons, 
was filled by the inmates and visitors, the 
place being thrown open to any respectable 
person on the occasion. The lecture given 
by Mr. Bestow, (was principally addressed 
to the young), was briefly upon astronomy, 
history, aerostation, and magic, accompanied 
by pleasing and instructive anecdotes and 
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diagrams. This was followed by Mr. Wright, 
the organist, of Bishopsgate Church, who 
sung some beautiful pieces, accompanying 
himself upon the piano, Dissolving views 
came next, and finally Wm. Engleburtt, 
Esq., gave a description of the power of 
electricity, accompanied with experiments, 
and many of the inmates and visitors re- 
ceived shocks, to the great amusement of 
the audience. The children were regaled 
with cake, milk, and oranges ; and long will 
be remembered this pleasing and instructive 
evening’s entertainment, which lasted about 
three hcurs and a half. Much praise is due 
to Mr. Bestow for his good arrangement, 
and all the officers present appeared to aid 
him in his kind efforts. The whole was 
concluded near eleven o’clock, God save the 
Queen was sung, with an additiotal verse 
written by Mr. Bestow. 





THEATRICAL SEASON, 


The extraordinary success of all the 
Theatres since Christmas, has come now to 
be esteemed a fact of some moment. It 
speaks, at any rate, of the prosperity of the 
people at the present time; and, perhaps, 
indicates the reproduction of a dramatic 
taste among all classes. No doubt the ex- 
ample of her Majesty, and the Windsor 
Theatricals have had much to do with the 
revival of a love for the Stage performances. 
Their obvious tendency was, indeed, to set 
the fashion, and remove the prejudices of the 
fastidious and respectable ; and their reason 
is that the present year is already looked 
upon as a kind of holiday year, and the 
May exhibition has even im its bud of pro- 
mise, exercised a strong influence on the 
imagination of the masses. Theatres will 
continue to benefit by that excitement, and 
there will hereafter be crowded with 
foreigners, would it not be as well to an- 
ticipate this fact, by setting at once about 
some expedient theatrical performance. 
Managers will find it to their interest to 
correct many things which are now nuis~ 
ances to the playgoer. Enter the saloon of 
the boxes, and you are immediately beset, 
one woman tears the bonnet off your wife 
or lady’s head—for the sake of a sixpence, 
and another insists on you leaving your 
cloak or umbrella, for the sake of another ; 
while at the door of the box, a sulky official 
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pokes into your face a play-bill in sign, that, 
unless you give him a shilling, he will not 
accommodate you with a seat, for which 
you have already paid. Even when you 
yielded to this demand, the fellow probably 
will offer you the worst, that he may extort 
another fee from another comer. All this 
injustice and insolence should immediately 
be put a stop to; such things never take 
place in continential theatres, and we should 
be careful to stand well in this respect, in the 
eyes of the friendly visitors who will come 
to this country expressly to admire, and to 
whom we should present nothing that they 
could reasonably condemn. 


Feb, 4, 1851. B. W. 


CORRESPONDENCE, 

A Lover oF THE DrRAmMA.—It is now finally 
decided that Mr. Macready takes his farewell 
of the stage in the character of ** Macbeth,” 
This gentleman has been repeatedly requested 
to act again his once celebrated parts of ‘“‘ Rob 
Roy” and ‘*Gambia,” but has invariably and 
positively refused so todo, Mr. Macready was 
born in 1792. His father was at that time a 
provincial actor and manager of some celebrity. 
The family is of Irish extraction. Mr. Macready 
has several children. 


E. A. B..—The authorship of the three 
dramas, named by our correspondent, are.as fol- 
lows :—That of “An unprotected Female’ is 
by Stirling Cayne; that of ‘Cousin Peter’’ is 
by Egerton Wilkes; and that of ** The Weaver 
of Lyons” is by James Barber, Esq, 

They are all published and may be had of 
Duncombe & Co., High Holborn, 


S. S.—Mr. Munyard, the actor lately of the 
Adelphi, was abont thirty-three at the time of 
his decease. The other question we are not 
able to answer, and do not deem the subject of 
sufficient importance to inquire respecting it ; 
although we are always ready and willing to 
incur a little trouble to oblige a correspondent 
and subscriber. 


TeeTotuM.—The Olympic Theatre belongs 


to a gentleman named Cavill, It is leased to 
Mr, W., Farren, 


T. Youné.—When your paper of Amateurs 
is teady, please allow us to see it. 


A Lover oF THE Drana.—Is thank’d 

C. Beet.—The reason we did not insert the 
article you speak of is, that the same has. ap- 
peared in many publications of late. 

CLARANCE THEATRE.—We must reserve our 


observations npon the performance of “‘ Colag- 
nostell,”’ till the next number. 
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Che Sheatrical Fournal, 


OFFICE, 113, FLEET STREET. 





THURSDAY, FEB. 13 1851. 


MR. BEST’S WORK AGAINST THE STAGE. 


Gentle reader—We hope you did not 
frown on our prolixity, the last time we 
gave a paper on that wonderful work of the 
gentleman who has an annual fight against 
theatrical entertainments. This time we 
will not tax your patience so heavily. 

Mr. Best says, “‘ the passage which I pro- 
pose to expound to you, suggests an en- 
couraging hope that if an artful contrivance 
for the ruin of any person be plainly ex- 
posed to him, such exposure will be sufficient 
to put him on his guard, and that he will 
then escape from the snare of the fowler.” 

With the quotation we have no fault to 
find. It is redolent of common sense, but 
we think it goes to prove, presumptively at 
least, that the theatre does not contain a net 
for unwary souls, and shews that Mr. Best 
is incoherent with himself; for although 
works against theatrical amusements have 
been made almost ubiquitous through the 
agency of the press, the theatre still stands, 
and presents no signs of decay. Warnings, 
denunciations, exposures, &c., have not been 
sufficient to induce men to abandon the 
theatre. How is this? Clearly because 
their teaching lacked the force of truth, 
and were pregnant with the seeds of their 
own dissolution. If, however, this is not 
the reason, but as Mr. Best subsequently 
intimates, should be attributed to ‘the mad- 
ness of men’s hearts,” then we are blind to 
the grounds of hope with reference to the 
cessation of theatrical amusements, for if the 
extent of patronage they meet with, may be 
considered the guage of moral madness, it 
becomes evident that every generation gets 
more mad, and consequently less pervious to 
moral suasion, We believe, however, that 
every generation gets wiser, and cannot 
admit that its madness advances simultane- 
ously with its wisdom. 

Mr. Best is of opinion that the devil is 
the Alpha and Omega of the stage. He 





smells brimstone in its “fair appearance,” 
sees the cloven foot in its ‘‘ beautiful senti- 
ments, choice stanzas, and striking sen- 
tences,”” and hears the voice of the old ser. 
pent in “its claims to be considered one of 
the lights of the age, a censor of manners, a 
scourge of vice, and a school of virtue.’ 
These things, according to Mr. Best, are 
the “‘ Baits” of the wicked one. Verily, if 
this is true, Mr. Worst and Mr. Best ought 
to shake hands, seeing they are just such 
baits as the latter should put on his hook, 
when he ascends the pulpit to be a fisher of 
men. 

A word of advice to Mr. Best, and we 
are done for the present. 

Before you write against the Stage again, 
Sir, study the utterances of that Master who 
declared that “a corrupt tree cannot bring 
forth good fruit.” Do not talk of satan’s 
“beautiful sentiments, and choice stanzas,” 
whilst you believe him to be evil in the en- 
tirity of his nature. Apollion does not bait 
his hook with corruscations from the throne 
of purity, but with those things which are 
sensual and devilish. Remember this, and 
you will to some extent avoid contradicting 
a Better than Best, and one whom you 
profess to serve. C. §. 


P.S.—We intend saying something fur- 
ther next week, and shall shew from Mr. 
Best’s own words that all future laudations 
of Shakespere and his successors should be 
given to the devil, if those words are true. 





ANECDOTES OF THE STAGE. 


Mr. Cartwright, a celebrated performer 
on the Musical Glasses, once asked G. T. 
Cook to come to his performances, which 
he readily did. Cartwright played some 
very pretty catches, which pleased George 
exceedingly, (indeed, anything which pleased 
him, for though he was not a Seotchman,. 
he had all the churlishness and manners of 
one), after having expressed his admiration 
in the warmest terms, he invited Cartwright 
to spend the night with him at the tavern, 
where he had lodgings With some little 
pressing he was prevailed upon to do so, and 
they both consented to have a jolly night of 
it, They set in peace together, “until they 
got a drop too much,” and then George, 
who always thought a friendly chat moneto- 
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nouse, when in one of his drinking modes, | turn Cook’s compliment, and did so one 
sallied into the streets, and was out of sight | night when he was to play Othello. It was 


in a moment. Shortly, however, he returne 


d | the benefit night of the manager, and the 


aecompanied by a Scotch piper, whom he | house was filled to the ceiling. George, on 


ordered to “strike up a tune,” now Cart- 
wright had the greatest hatred to the bag- 


his first appearance, was received with great 
applause, but when he came on the second 


pipes, and Cook was well aware of that, but | time, the audience were convulsed with 


Cartwright said nothing, knowing his tem- | laughter. 


He tried to speak, but was un- 


per, and guessing that he had brought the | able to do so for the noise ; he walked for a 


man there for the purpose of teaching him, 


short time, in hopes of procuring silence, 


determined not to quarrel, unless he was} but in this he failed, for having got 


struck by Cook, and though he was, for 


Cook forgetting the praise he had bestowed | shouting at a most fearful rate. 
on him but a few moments before, told him 


their laugh over, the people commenced 
Cook, un- 
consious of having done anything amiss, 


he would sooner hear one tune on the pipes, | advanced, and begged that an explanation 
than all the tunes he had ever played on his | might be given him, but all the one he could 
humbug glasses; this drew an answer from | get was the cry of the gods, “ he’s drunk,” 


(though not a worse one than Cook deserved 


)| said one, \* go to bed,” called another, 


Cartwright, which raised his anger to such | “wash your face,” “take off your wig,” 


a pitch, that he knocked his intended bed- | shouted the rest. 


The perspiration was by 


fellow under the table ; this was taken by | this time running down poor Cook's face, 
Cartwright in his usual quiet manner, say- | he raised his hand to wipe it off, and found 
ing nothing; he rose up, and walked in| it was covered with whiting; this put him 
silence to a corner of where stood an unmen- | in mind, that just before he came on the 
tionable utensil, this he put on George’s | stage, Cartwright had put his hands over 


head, and there left it. As soon as he could 


get his head out of this wondrous night cap 


he threw it in the face of the donor; a regu- 


his eyes, and told him to guess who was 
,| there. All was now clear, Cartwright had 
put paint on his face; he hastily retired, 


lar fight ensued, and they would not be | and taking off his wig, found it covered 
separated till poor Cook’s eye bore ample | with flour, which some one had put on, 
testimony of Cartwright’s superiority in the | while his eyes were held shut. The per- 


art of boxing. 


Some time after this, George went to the 
Room where Cartwright was exhibiting his 
musical talent, just before he was going to 


formance was stopped that evening, and 
Cook and Cartwright adjourned to an inn 
close by, to enjoy a friendly glass, Cook 
having confessed that he was the first trans- 


commence, and insisted on his taking some- | gressor. 


thing to drink. This he positively refused 
to do, but Cook was determined that he 
should, and sent out for a bottle of brandy, 
Cartwright followed to countermand the 





PROVINCIAL. 
MANCHESTER.—THE KemBLE CLUB.—On 
Wednesday evening, the 29th ult., the annual 


order. George got angry at him for so| meeting of the members and friends of this so- 
positively refusing, and took this opportnnity ciety was held at Mr. Till’s, the Alton House, 
to disarrange his glasses, and then run (he Market Street. A sumptuous supper was pro- 


was drunk, of course, when he did so). 
When Cartwright returned, and found his 
visitor had fled, he drew up the curtains 
with enthusiasm. Now, on commencing 


his performance, what was his surprise, 
on turning to his glasses to find them all out 
of order, and so much so, that it would take 
at least an hour to return them; he had 
nothing left but to make an excuse to the 
company, which he did, and the house com- 
He determined to re- 


plied in quietness. 





vided for the occasion, to which all did ample 
justice ; after which, when the cloth was re- 
moved, and the usual loyal toasts had been 
drunk, the chairman, Mr. Lee, gave “‘ prosperity 
to the Manchester Kemble Club,” which was 
drunk amidst great applause. 

The secretary, Mr. Nicholas, responded, and 
in the course of a very able and humorous 
speech, traced the proceedings of the club 
from its commencement to the present time, 
‘from which it appeared they had given a num- 
ber of performances in Manchester and the 
adjacent towns of Stockport, Rochdale, Pat 
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croft, Ashton, Oldham, Newcastle, &c., and 
had generally been successful. The chairman 
next proposed the health of ‘the strangers,” 
which was responded to by Mr. Holme. The 
vice-chair then called npon all present to drink 
to thememory of the late John Kemble, by 
whose name the club was designated, and who 
had been the “ stage’s best adorer” for so long 
a period, The toast was received and drunk 
with great applause. Mr. Foster, in a neat 
speech, gave “the health of Mr. Macready,” 
which was unanimously applauded. Various 
other toasts followed, alternated by dramatic 
readings and songs, which kept the company 
together until a late hour, when the jmeeting 
broke up, and all were decided it had been the 
best svireé the club had yet enjoyed. 


THEATRE RoYAL.—The curtain dropped for 
the last time, Saturday evening, on Baron 
Munchausen, after a most brilliant and pro- 
fitable existence. Douglas “ Prison of War’ 
has been produced in a very creditable man- 
ner, A new comedy, by Mr. Sullivan, is now 
performing with considerable success, entitled 
“The Old Love and the New.” It is a very 
interesting piece, pregnant with many of the 
hap-hazards, mistakes, and feverish anxieties 
that young and old gallants experience in the 
pursuit of the commodity of ‘ love.” In a 
new farce, called the ‘‘1st of May,” Wood 
and his wife, {Beverley and Mrs. Bickerstaff 
made the house echo with their humorous 
abilities, 

QuEEN’s THEATRE,—We scarce ever remem- 
ber seeing this house so thronged as it was on 
the 6th—crammed from dome to pit—to witness 
“ Belphegor.” We are more convinced than 
ever that Dillon possessed a versatility of thea- 
trical talent, which many may well envy. 
Throughout the three acts he carried his audi- 
ence with him, and worked so upon their feel- 
ings that they were subservient to his will. 
** Rice, a Prince of Buffoons,” was loudly ap- 
planded, as also was his “* sapient’”’ pupil, who 
returned thanks in French, Mrs. Dillon played 
better than ever we saw her before ; Prescott 
was too methodical aod mechanical; and Mr. 
Clifford was more of a John Bull than a French 
aristocrat. Mr. Courtley’s “ Yaw! yaw!” sa- 
vours more of the African than a pedantic cox- 
comb, We anticipate for this piece along run ; 
and is the most “ decided hit” that Dillon has 
yet made, and no doubt he will ‘ put money in 
his purse.” In parenthesis, let us slip a kind 
word in for Miss Weymouth, 


EDINBURGH AMUSEMENTS.—ROYAL THEA- 
TRE.—Richard the Third, has been repeated 
here again, Mr. Power is not at all fitted for 
Gloucester, and indeed for very few tragic cha- 
racters; if he is determined to be an actor, let 
him try melo-drania, and not attempt to do that 








he is not capable for, we suppose he will be 
“coming” ‘Werner, or King Lear,” next, we 
advise him to lay “Richard” wholly aside, at 
least for the present. Wyndhan is decidedly 
good as the “ Earl of Richmond.” Robinson is 
not quite Buckingham, yet he has evidently 
studied well but it is not that, that is wanted 
from him, he appears to lose his presence of 
mind while on the stage. Halford conducts 
himself well in his parts, whatever they are. 
Miss Parker, makes a bad Prince, and indeed 
she makes a bad boy always. 

“Nicholas Nickleby” followed, and went off 
with great sprightliness, the parts were well 
sustained throughout, the manner in which 
Mr. Murray, played ‘*Newman Noggs,” did 
him great credit; the house was well filled 
and has been so for some nights back, 


Music Hatt.—A great popular concert 
on Saturday evening, when a number of emi- 
nent Vocalists are to appear; they shall re- 
ceive due attention in our next, in which we 
intend to notice them individually. 


BrirmMtnGHaAM.—Waggon and Horses Tavern, 
Edgbarton Street. An excellent supper took 
place here last week on the occasion of a Free 
and Easy Society being formed, which was both 
numerously and highly respectably attended. 
After supper, which did the worthy host (Oliver 
Hancock,) infinite credit, both as regards quan- 
tity and variety. Mr. Stearn was called by the 
unanimous voice of the company, to the chair, 
and Mr. Bainbridge also to the vice-chair. The 
singing was altogether very good, and the com- 
pany was much gratified with the evening's en- 
tertainment. We can strongly recommend our 
townsmen to spend an evening at our worthy 
friend’s —Oliver Hancock.) 


Coventry.—This Theatre has been opened 
by our old and much esteemed manager, Mr. 
Bennet, with one of the best companies we have’ 
had for years, in our ancient town. The at- 
tendance has been good, and the performances 
merited approbation. 


Dusiin.—Tueatre Royat.—The Conun- 
drum Night was the cause of considerable 
excitement at the Theatre on Friday Evening. 
A jury was agreed upon after some jarring 
and fun, and a string of over 100 selected 
cons, was read out, and bad indeed was 
the lot. 

Amongst those which excited great laughter 
in the house was the following:—‘* Why. jis 
Lord Clarendon like Atlas? Because he bears 
the weight of the World on his shoulders, and 
feels it press heavily too” Another of simi- 
lar character was No.*400.—* Why is Lord 
Clarendon like an idle schoolboy? Because 
he has been well Birched.” 

The prize was eventually awarded to a young 
lady (Miss Coulter) amidst the cheers of the 
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audience, whoappeared to be slit a satis- 
fied with the selection of the jury. ‘The 
eonundrum was as follows:—Why is a timid 
young girl like a ship coming into Dublin har- 
bour? Answer--Because she endeavours to 
keep clear of the boys” (buoys) 





OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX. 





Princess’s.\—A new five act comedy has 
been accepted at this theatre, and will be 
speedily produced. 

Miss Laura Apprson is performing at Glas- 
gow. Miss Glyn will succeed her. 


Mr. James WALLACK, JuN, has arrived from 
America. He will make his debut at the Hay- 
market early in March, 


Otympic.—Mr. Bourcicault’s comedy will 
be brought out next week, the whole strength 
of the company will appear in it, 


Mr, Conquest succeeds Mr, Rouse at the 
Grecian Saloon at Easter. 


MARYLEBONE THEATRE.—This theatre was 
suddenly closed ou Monday night; the enter- 
tainments were announced for the benefit of 
Mr. Stammer’s, the lessee, 


Mr. Georce Witp anp Miss Fanny 
Witiiams, performed at Brighton on Thursday 
last. 


Miss Fanny KemBce has been giving her 
Shaksperian readings with success at the Phil- 
harmonic L[nstitution, Liverpool, and Mr- 
‘Templeton has been vocalising at the Concert- 
hall, 


Mr. Macreapy’s Benerit.—It is not yet 


decided where it will “come off.” Certainly. 


not at Her Majesty’s or Drury-lane Theatres ; 
but if Covent Garden can be had it will be 
there ; if not, at the Haymarket, and the prices 
will be raised for that night only. A compli- 
mentary dinner will be given to him on Satur- 
day, March 1, The number wifl be limited to 
three hundred and fifty, and Sir Edward Bal- 
wer Lytton will preside on the occasion. 


Qn Dur.—That Mr. Brough is about to be 
married to Miss Annie Romer, of the Haymar- 
ket Theatre. 


Ma. anp Mrs. Stms Reeves, have been 
singing at concerts at some of the principal 
towns in Yorkshire during the past week, 
Their reception has been, on ail occasions, most 
enthusiastic, We understand, owing to some 
disarrangement in the plans of Mr., Beal, the 
announced performances of the Italian opera, 
with Mr. and Mrs, Reeves and Madame ‘Grisi, 
witl net take place, 





We are very sorry to hear that Miss Glyn, of 
Sadler’s Wells Theatre, has had her house in 
Claremont Square broke open, and robbed of 
all her valuable jewellery, a reward is offered 
and we trust the lady will be fortunate, and 
have them restored to her, 


HaymMarket.—Upwards of three hundred 
and fifty pounds were taken at this establish. 
ment last Monday, when Mr, Macready per- 
formed King Lear. 





ADVERTISEMENTS. 


CASINO DE VENISE, , 218, High Holborn. 
This magnificent BALL ROOM, the most spa- 
cious and the best ventilated in London, oper 
every evening. The band, composed of leading 
members of the musical profession, will perform 
a fantasia, by Marliani, Labitzsky’s Quadrille of 
all Nations, and Californian Galop, and the most 
popular dance music. Musical director, Mr. W 
M. Parker. 
as usual. 
twelve. 


The cigar divan and galleries open 
Open at half-past seven, close at 
Admission 1s, 





THE MAGNIFICENT FULL-LENGTH 
PORTRAITS of her Majesty, painted with per- 
mission, by Sir George Hayter; of his Royal 
Highness Prince Albert, by Patten; of George 
IV., by Sir Thomas Lawrance, are now added 
to the new Hall of Kings, at Madame TUSSAUD 
and SONS’ Bazaar, Baker-street.—Admission 
ls.; new Napoleon Rooms and Chamber of Hor- 
rors, 6d. extra.—Open from eleven till dusk, 
and from seven till ten. 





BURFORD’s PANORAMA, Leicester-square 
—Just OPENED, a VIEW of the TOWN 
aud LAKE of LUCERNE, the Pride of 
Switzerland, embracing alsothe Righi, Mount 
Pilate, the Snowy Alps, and all the adjacent, 
remautie, and picturesque scenery. The Views 
of the Aretic Regions and of the Lakes of 
Killarney are also now open. Admission, 1s. 
each view, or 2s. 6d. to the three. Schools 
half-price. Open from 16 till dusk. 
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